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Curtiss-Wright Successfully Demonstrates TCG-HUNTR Tactical Data Link 

(TDL) Hub and Network Translator During Timber Express 2020  
 

German Air Force’s Fourth Annual TDL Exercise provides opportunity to highlight 

capabilities of TCG-HUNTR intelligent TDL translation gateway 

 
ASHBURN, Va. – July 28, 2020 – Curtiss-Wright’s Defense Solutions division, a trusted 

leading supplier of Tactical Data Link (TDL) software and hardware solutions, today 

announced its successful participation in the German Air Force’s fourth annual Timber 

Express TDL exercise held at Jagel Airbase, Schleswig-Holstein in June 2020. During 

the 16-days of activity at Timber Express 2020, Curtiss-Wright continually presented the 

unique capabilities and advantages of its groundbreaking TCG-HUNTR (TDL Hub and 

Network Translator) intelligent TDL translation gateway by demonstrating Link 16, VMF, 

JREAP-C, and Cooperative ESM Operations (CESMO) operations.   

 

Highlighting the TDL gateway’s ability to support cross-platform communications using 

multiple TDLs across land, sea and air TCG-HUNTR fulfilled the following high-level 

Timber Express 2020 objectives: 

 Digitally-Aided Close Air Support between VMF and Link 16 

 Establishment of a common operational picture (COP) 

 CESMO Forwarding 

 Airbus MUM-T to combat aircraft demonstration 

 Link 16 Network Hosting 
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In addition, during the week prior to Timber Express 2020, Curtiss-Wright participated in 

the CESMO “Code Fest” exercise in support of the new protocols implemented in the 

newest version of CESMO, AEDP-13 vB.1 (NATO document).  

 

“TCG-HUNTR is a breakthrough software application that improves and simplifies the 

task of moving data between similar and dissimilar tactical data links,” said Lynn 

Bamford, President, Defense and Power. “We are very pleased with the success of our 

participation in this year’s Timber Express exercise, and we thank the German Air Force 

for the opportunity to demonstrate TCG-HUNTR’s ability to provide warfighters and 

command and control centers with real-time access to accurate operational data in the 

field.”  

 

“Timber Express 2020 was again a very successful event. Nowadays, being networked 

decides who wins or loses in a modern conflict,” said LtCol Volker Schaaf, German Air 

Force Headquarters, in his role as the Officer Scheduling the Exercise. “That’s why it is 

very important in this exercise to connect the different data link systems. In order to cope 

with this, we rely on user-friendly systems, HUNTR was a valuable contributor.”  

 

During Timber Express 2020, Curtiss-Wright conducted bidirectional Link 16, CESMO, 

VMF, and JREAP-C operations, including the establishment of seamless text chat links 

and a common operational picture on all devices via TCG-HUNTR. For the first time, 

TCG-HUNTR translated and forwarded to all other networks the location and identity 

information of radar emitters detected by platforms on the CESMO network.  TCG-

HUNTR allowed ground forces using Android® and Windows®-based software to 

conduct multiple VMF digitally-aided close-air-support (DACAS) missions with Link 16 

fighter aircraft.  In a historic first, Link 16 fighter aircraft were used to command Airbus 

manned-unmanned-teaming (MUM-T) remote carrier drones to attack a designated 

target. 

 

The cross-platform Timber Express 2020 exercise included a wide range of airborne and 

ground platforms and communications equipment. TCG-HUNTR was successfully used 

to tie together all participants into a common command and control and operating 

environment. 

 



For more information about Curtiss-Wright’s Defense Solutions division, please visit 

www.curtisswrightds.com. 

 

About Curtiss-Wright Corporation 

Curtiss-Wright Corporation is a global innovative company that delivers highly 

engineered, critical function products and services to the commercial, industrial, defense 

and energy markets. Building on the heritage of Glenn Curtiss and the Wright brothers, 

Curtiss-Wright has a long tradition of providing reliable solutions through trusted 

customer relationships. The company is headquartered in Davidson, N.C. and employs 

approximately 9,100 people worldwide. For more information, visit 

www.curtisswright.com. 
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